
Greetings to WRHS Alumni:

It is a pleasure to once again inform you that our 
association is actively working for you. You will soon 
be receiving this newsletter, and, come next month, 
we will be awarding the Alumni Scholarship to a 2016 
senior. 

It is hard to believe that just one year ago we were up 
to our eyeballs in preparation for the 2015 all-school 
reunion.  Looking back, it was a blast, and it is rewarding 
to now have the Big Band Reunion in the history books.  
It was a lot of fun to reunite and reminisce with fellow 
alumni.  The weather held, and we had a nice turnout 
of reunion goers and other townsfolk for our first ever 
fireworks display.    A big thank you to the WR firemen 
who set off the display. There was a big learning curve 
for the guys, but they did a great job. We certainly 
appreciate their efforts to bring a fireworks show to the 
whole community.  After all, it was the 4th of July. 

There are many folks to thank for their encouragement 
of and support for the reunion committee getting this 
big endeavor off the ground.  We are pleased to say 
that it all came off without a hitch.  Several pictures 
have been included in this newsletter, and there are 
many more candid shots posted on Facebook.  If you 
were present, no doubt you will see yourself in one or 
more of the pictures.  Just search WRHS Alumni Assoc. 
on Facebook.

I would like to put the word out that I will be retiring 
from my position as chairman of the Alumni Assoc. 
From our initial organizational meeting to our recent 
2015 reunion it has been a very rewarding experience, 
which now spans some 20 years including four reunions. 
I feel it is time to pass the reins on to new leadership. 
Thank you for all the support shown to the Alumni 
Association while I have been chairman.   At this time 
the others officers have expressed their willingness 
to remain in their respective offices, but Katie would 
also like someone to step forward as editor of the 
newsletter in the future. When these two positions 
are filled the Association will be ready to make plans 
for 2020.  Please consider taking an active role as an 
Association officer. 

As Mr. Cameron commented recently, ”the school 

year is sprinting to the finish.” On May 21 we will 
welcome another graduating class to our association 
as we also honor the graduates of 50 years ago.   A 
lot of learning, music, sports, challenges, opportunities 
and successes have taken place on a daily basis in 
the White River School.  High school is a great time and 
someday members of the class of 2016 will reflect on 
their time in high school, just as I do now, and realize it 
was one of the best times of their lives. 

I hope you enjoy the newsletter and the updates 
included. I Look forward to seeing you at the coffee 
hour on Frontier Days weekend.  

Barry Jensen
Alumni Association President

 Alumni Assoc. President – Barry Jensen   Newsletter Editor / VP – Katie Jensen  
 Treasurer – Jerry Krogman  Archivist – Cleone Rada Rasmusson   
  Secretary – Barbetta Krogman – tigers5508@goldenwest.net
  Box 261, White River, SD 57579 or 507-327-8757

2016 Newsletter
Tiger Tales

Letter from Retired Teacher

 I would like to take this time to thank the 
many alumni of the White River school system.    If 
I remember correctly my journey began the fall of 
1968 with the 7th grade class.  I was blessed to have a 
wonderful group of the students to start me on a very 
enjoyable 31 years.
 I taught and coached all three sports in Jr. High 
for quite a few years and always having an exceptional 
win record, thanks to the very good athletes each year. 
 My education major was in Business and minor 
in Math.  I am very proud to have obtained this degree 
from Penn State of Springfield, SD (Southern State 
Teachers College).  Eventually the Business position 
became available in the High School.  I taught the 
rest of the 31 years in the High School.  I also had the 
privilege of being an assistant coach in H. S. football 
and girls basketball.  I have fond memories of going 
to the girls State BB tournament as a 5’ 11” assistant 
coach.
 I recall the happy times were also the sad 
times.  I was happy to see the Seniors graduate but sad 
to have them leave.  It was very enjoyable becoming 
friends with the new teachers and their families, but 
very sad when they left for new jobs.
 I retired in 2000 and began working on the 
family ranch.  I will be ending a twelve year term on 
the White River School Board in July 2016.

Thanks for all the good times!
Mr. Kenn Risseeuw



Alumni Corner

SCHOLARSHIP WINNERS

Winners of the 15th annual 
alumni scholarship were Rachel 
Astleford daughter of Scott 
Astleford class of 1975 and Link 
Tucker son of Lance Tucker class 
of 1979

The Alumni Association recently received correspondence 
from former students at WRHS. It is a pleasure to feature 
Roger and Betsey Waddell Hutchinson class of ’51 and ‘52 
respectively, Annie Hackworth Navin, class of 1952 and 
Dorothy Waack Piper, class of 1951.  The following are their 
unedited remembrances.

Annie – My first two years of school were at the South 
Ringthunder School. I was very fortunate to have two 
great teachers who were Nina Samualson and Mary 
Postwaite Topinka.  I was the “baby” of the group.  I 
really learned a lot from the older students. One of 
my favorite memories from high school was taking 
Shorthand  and Typing  as a junior.  Lenore Smith was 
teaching commercial and it was her first year in White 
River having come from Chicago.  At the end of the first 
six week period she called us all in for the shorthand 
class and really laid down the law. She told us that she 
was NOT satisfied with any of us and added “if you think 
I don’t mean you I mean ALL OF YOU!”.  That was the 
best thing that ever happened to me!! Years later while 
in White River I asked her if she remembered and she 
said she did not. Go figure!

Roger – I attended White River School for all 12 
years.  One memory I recall is when Laura Patnoe was 
preparing us to perform a grade school operetta.  She 
could tell someone was off key, so she asked Don Strain 
and I to come to the piano.  She struck a note which 
we were each supposed to sing.  She then said, “OK 
Donnie & Roger, when we sing for our parents tonight, 
move your mouths, but don’t you make a sound”!!  I 
also fondly remember our 1949 basketball team being 
the first WR team to play in a State Tournament.  At that 
time, competing schools were much larger and divided 
into only A&B divisions.  We lost our first game, but won 
the next two and earned the consolation trophy. Betsey 
– I only attended WRHS for my senior year. It was a 
year of wonderful memories with new classmates and 

teachers.  Linda Hutchinson Deiss and I soon became 
best friends. She was maid of honor at my wedding 
when I married her brother Roger.  

Dorothy – I attended the first eight grades at Prairie 
View country school. When I moved to town to begin 
high school in White River I boarded with Mrs. Deutsch 
who lived across the alley from the school. Her 
granddaughter, Clara Deiss was also a new freshman 
student who would be in my class. I remember how shy, 
and scared I was the first week of school.  My freshman 
year involved getting to know my classmates. Supt. 
Neiles, Laura Patnoe, Fred Littau and Stella Henderson 
were wonderful teachers and I soon realized, “I liked 
high school”.  Each year would get better as I became 
involved with glee club, declam, school carnivals and 
Jr. & Sr. class plays. During the Jr. year our work in 
the concession stand during ballgames was a way to 
pay for the prom expenses.  The proms were always a 
special time with everyone looking their best, enjoying a 
delicious meal prepared by mothers and the dancing to 
a live band. For our senior class sneak-trip we went to 
Brookings for Hobo Day at SDSU, attended the parade 
and football game.  The next day on to Sioux Falls to 
see the sights and attend a movie. Needless to say, for 
someone who had very seldom been out of Mellette Co 
this was a memorable trip.  That last year our class of 
twelve put together “The Tiger Speaks” yearbook.  I was 
honored to give the valedictory speech at graduation.  
I just barely won over salutatorian, Roger Hutchinson.  
My 12 classmates were all good students and very 
competitive. In 1952 I married Ed Piper, class of ’50 and 
we had five children. Later I graduated college with a 
degree in education and taught 25 years in the Wood 
school before retiring in 1995. Education has been a 
huge part of my life in Mellette Co with grade school 
in Norris and teaching in Wood; however, I’ve always 
felt my classmates and years spent at White River High 
School were some of the BEST.



Reunion Pictures Photos by Blake Lehman

Pictured above are Karen Bucholz O’Bryan ’65,
John O’Bryan and Susan Hibbs Krogman,

Jerry Krogman ‘64

Pictured  are Gene Green class of 1952 and
Larry Hutchinson class of 1948

ALUMNI TAILGATE SUPPER
Prior to the homecoming football game, the Alumni Association hosts an annual tailgate supper at the football field.  The proceeds from this one 
fundraiser are used to supplement the alumni scholarship offered to a graduating senior.  The tailgate is organized by Josh and Ed Krogman with help 
from other alumni.

Reunion Committee
Back row: Barry Jensen ‘63, Betty Stromer Risseeuw ‘64, Amy 

Rasmussen Lehman ‘81, Kristan Krogman ‘96, Phoebe Vos Krogman 
‘78, Jerry Krogman ‘64

Front row: Cleone Rada Rasmusson ‘72, Carol Banek Hutchinson ‘72,        
Barbetta Krogman ‘58, Katie Mickel Jensen ‘63

Not pictured: John Egleston ‘03, Janice Weeks Ring ‘62

Fun Walkers

Fireman’s Breakfast

Church Brunch



Reunion Pictures continued...

Oldest Class Represented
Members of the Class of 1944 

Donna Faye Nielson Stromer & Eunice Gunner Krogman

Katie O’Brien ’95, Mayor of White 
River, speaking at reunion dinner 
welcoming all returning alumni 
back to White River.

Agnes Karlin ’60 displaying tee 
shirt prize for traveling the longest 
distance to attend the Big Bang 
reunion.

Class of 1967

Class of 1975

Class of 1970

Honorees
Left to right: Robert Hockett, Anna Hockett representing their father John 
Hockett,  Rose West, Peri Strain representing her husband Mick Strain,  
Barbetta Krogman ’58, Ed Krogma ’69, Larry Harrison ‘63

Check it out.  View 100 or more additional  Big Band reunion pictures on Facebook. 

Classes with MOST Members Attending — Class of 1967 • Class of 1970 • Class of 1975



• May 2015 WRHS graduates 23 seniors bring the total 
number of alumni to 1896

• Alumni Association awards scholarships to Link Tucker and 
Rachel Astleford

• Long time head teacher at Norris Elementary, Bobbi Kelley 
retired after 38 years of teaching. 

• Alumni Association hosted the “Big Bang” all-school reunion 
July 3-5, 2015

• School bells rang on August 25 to begin the 2015-2016 
school year

• High school enrollment was approximately 106.  Total district 
approximately 425

• Jones County / White River Wolverine inaugural football 
season begins. Classified 11B

• Alumni Tailgate fundraiser followed by homecoming game 
on the Tiger’s home field 

• Students observe and remember Sept. 11, 2001
• Students attending Alternative School begin classes in 

updated facilities
• White River Cross Country team hosts 29th Prestige Race
• Lady Tigers volleyball team competes at Lakota Nations 

Invitational taking 2nd place
• White River music department send eight students to All-

State Choir
• WRHS presents Vet’s Day program to students and 

community

• WRHS FCCLA sponsors fall and spring blood drives
• Boys basketball team hosts Alumni Games during 

Thanksgiving break
• Lady Tigers bb season begins with 14 girls participating 

earing 4th place at LNI
• Boys BB season begins with 26 students participating 

earning 2nd place at LNI
• WRHS students sweep awards at LNI in art, knowledge 

bowl, quiz bowl, and business plan competition
• Tiger are champions of 48th Jones Country Invitational.  

Making it the 11th consecutive championship.
• Muriel Huber Memorial Cheer award presented to WRHS 

cheerleaders at Jones Co Invitational 
• Lady Tigers compete in Southern Plains girl’s tournament 

finishing in 3rd place and end the season with a record 
of 11-10

• Jim Calhoon long time employee of WR school passes away 
• Tigers take District 13B and Region 7B for the 11th 

consecutive year. Earning 6th place at SD State B 
tournament

• High school track and golf experience wins in spite of spring 
weather conditions

• Teachers Louann Krogman and Lorna McGowan will retire 
at end of current school year

Facts and Trivia
(in chronological order since last newsletter)

Mellette County Veterans Memorial
Money received during offertory at the 2015 All-School Reunion church 
service was presented to White River American Legion to be used to purchase 
blocks for the veteran’s memorial.  The Legion in turn purchased two blocks 
in honor of Allen Laird class of 1939 and Fremont Fallis class of 1959.  To all 
WRHS alumni-veterans past & present, we thank you for your service to our 
country.  We honor you.

L-R: Phoebe and Kristan Krogman chairpersons of church service
Dennis Lyon representing White River American Legion

Katie and Barry Jensen – Reunion chairpersons
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CLASS OF 1966
50 YEAR GRADUATES

Stephen Decker
Bernice Jans

Clifford Krogman
Ronald Letellier

Mary Egleston MacTavish
Karla Samuelson Noland

Gertrude Poorman
Wayne Stromer

Karen Hiatt Thuo

Deceased
Edward Bordeaux, Jr.

Ronald Deutsch
Nicholas Didier

Israel Knife
James Knife

Larry Shouldis

Class of ’66 will be honored at graduation on
 Saturday, May 21, 2016@ 3 p.m. CST

Memorial Roll Call 
(names reported to us since last newsletter)

Alice Baumann Schochenmaier  - 1946
Arthur Glynn – 1946

Marvin Starkjohann – 1948
Ruby Caylor – 1988

Clara Deiss Mueller – 1951
Irvin Marshall – 1967

Lucille Didier Beach – 1942
Jean Larsen Week – 1961

Norton Tucker – 1955
Michelle Black Bear 1997

Dorothy Starkjohann Newell – 1944
Joe Rajewich – 1951

Dorothy Olson Miller – 1947
Elsie Ryberg Lyman – 1944
Leola Curry Dano – 1938
Gene Patterson – 1944
Raymond Brood – 1932

Jim Calhoon – teacher/coach/principal

Tiger Tales

Keep in touch with your alma mater through Facebook. Search WRHS Alumni Association and hit “Like”.  You will be 
updated on school and alumni news, events and activities.  The Alumni Association Facebook page is also on the school 
website. The address is: whiteriverschools.com.  On the school home page click on the Facebook icon button on the right side 
of window. The next screen on the left will list several Facebook pages.  You can follow any of these groups by opening each 
and selecting “Like”.

Areas of giving that will be of great value to our future 
alumni:

Fred Littau Scholarship
Laura Ebbesen Patnoe Kirsch Scholarship

Lenore Matthews Scholarship
Joan Chamberlain  Scholarship

Michael Glynn Scholarship
Nina Ozanne Scholarship

White River Education Association Scholarship
White River High School Alumni  Scholarship

NOTICE    NOTICE    NOTICE    NOTICE

Frontier Days
Almost yearly the Alumni Association receives requests to host 
an event during Frontier Days.  So this year we are going to 
organize a social hour on Saturday afternoon.  Whether you 
live in White River or are driving in for the weekend make plans 
to spend some time visiting with fellow alumni.  

Refreshments in an air conditioned facility will be available for 
a couple hours prior to the Saturday evening rodeo.   Because 
the location is yet to be determined please check notices in 
the store windows or newspaper when you arrive.   Frontier 
Days will be held on August 19-21, 2016.


